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The Excelsior Scholarship, CUNY and the students in between

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

While Gov. Andrew Cuomo said 84.3 percent of New York City students were eligible for the Execelsior Scholarship, only 20,086 were awarded in total in the state, with only 4,155 going toward students at CUNY.
BY VICTORIA MERLINO

MANAGING EDITOR

Lewis Diep works hard. He’s currently serving as a senator in Baruch College’s Undergraduate Student Government. He’s the former president of the United Chinese Language Association, one of the largest clubs the college has to offer. And of the roughly 15,000 students on campus, he’s one of the few — less than 3 percent — who has an Excelsior Scholarship.
When he first saw that New York state was offering certain students in the CUNY and SUNY system what was called “free tuition,” he was hopeful that the scholarship would help ease
some of the financial burden his parents faced.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
OPINIONS

Double majors for one and all

T

he thought of double majoring may have passed through a couple
of students' minds, whether it’s due to having more than enough
free credits available or having internal conflicts about what path
to follow. However, in some cases, schools bar students from tackling two
majors outside the discipline, let alone in general.
Unfortunately, at Baruch College, the Weissman School of Arts and
Sciences is the only school that allows double majors.
Yet, those who choose to double major can only take courses in their
discipline. Baruch must re-evaluate its double major policy, across all
schools, so that every student can make the most of their college experience.
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Bearcats see big wins and defeats

COURTESY OF EHAB ELSHINAWY

Baruch student opens trendy coffee shop in Brooklyn
BY NOAH FLEISCHMAN

BY MATTEO FLAMIO

BUSINESS EDITOR

Baruch College’s men’s soccer team has gotten off to a hot start on the
season, as their overall record is 7-4-1. However, perhaps more impressively, they are off to a perfect 6-0 start against CUNYAC opponents.
The team's latest CUNYAC win came in a tough matchup against
Brooklyn College. Baruch controlled the pace of the game for the majority of the first half, outshooting the Bulldogs 10-0.
The second half was back-and-forth action, with neither team really
controlling the game.

Many students attend Baruch College to gain the skills and knowledge to start their own businesses. Some
go on to start their businesses after college but some start early. Ehab Elshinawy is not your average student: He
started his business while getting a college education.
His business, Cocoa Grinder, is a trendy chain of coffee stores across the city with a new location in Brooklyn.
Elshinawy’s cousin, Abdul Elenani, began the business in 2013. Elshinawy helped come up with the concept,
menus, branding and marketing for the chain, but he did not have the money to open his own franchise. While
going to classes, he was raising capital from investors.
Dealing with the pressure of being a student and a business owner has given Elshinawy insight on issues like
time management and balance. He is learning entrepreneurship both hands-on and in his classes.
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The Execelsior Scholarship proves difficult to attain for many
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
As Diep, 21, quickly learned,
however, the low percentage of
students who receive the scholarship is not a fluke.
Only 20,086 Excelsior Scholarships in total were awarded in
2017, according to a report from
nonprofit Center for an Urban Future, with 4,155, or 20.7 percent
of scholarships going toward students at CUNY colleges. Out of the
roughly 64,000 applications the
state received, 44,000 were denied
with 83 percent of denials stemming from the student not having
sufficient credits.
The credit requirement nearly
prevented Diep from receiving the
scholarship.
“I was kind of bummed out because if I don't have that scholarship, I have to kind of pay out of
pocket,” Diep said about his near
miss.
Though the state trumpets the
scholarship as a boost for middle
class New Yorkers like Diep, it is
unclear whom it actually helps
and — and as Diep has come to
wonder — whether the help comes
at too high a price.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced the Excelsior Scholarship
in April 2017, with scholarship ap-

“It made me feel like they
didn't really look over my
transcript or they didn't
really go through like indepth process.”
– Lewis Diep

plications opening for that year’s
fall semester.
Of the roughly 461,000 families
with college-age students in New
York City, 84.3 percent were eligible for the scholarship, according
to the statement released by the
governor’s office the day the scholarship was announced. Diep was
among the first pool of applicants.
“Today, college is what high
school was — it should always be
an option even if you can’t afford
it. The Excelsior Scholarship will
make college accessible to thousands of working and middle class
students and shows the difference
that government can make,” Cuomo said in a press release.
For CUNY especially, more
scholarships are always good
news. As of fall 2017, 42.2 percent
of CUNY’s roughly 244,000 students have a household income
of less than $20,000 between the
senior and community colleges,
according to CUNY’s semester demographic profile.
These students, however, are
not the scholarship’s main focus.
Low-income students can be
covered by Pell Grants or New
York’s Tuition Assistance Program, which, like the scholarship, will give students money to
pay for college based on financial need without having to be
paid back.
Pell Grant recipients at CUNY
number 61.5 percent and can
get a maximum of $6,095, which
amounts to almost the full-tuition
cost of $6,730 at senior colleges
in the university system. TAP is
also based on financial need but
has a household income limit of
$80,000, limiting options for middle-class students who fall just
above that threshold.
The Excelsior Scholarship was
designed to help someone like
Diep.

“The cutoff for FAFSA — I didn’t
make it because [my parents]
made like a little bit too much,”
he said. When he applied in 2017,
students with a household income
of less than $100,000 could receive the scholarship; the cap will
be raised to $125,000 by the 2019
school year.
To receive the scholarship, a
student must also be a resident of
the state and a student at a CUNY
or SUNY and have plans to live and
work in the state following graduation for the length of time the student receives the scholarship.
One requirement — taking 30
credits worth of classes a school
year — proved to almost be his undoing.
“When I handed in my transcript [the Financial Aid Office]
looked over, they’re like, ‘Oh, you
don't qualify for it because you
dropped a class,’” Diep said, referring to the fact that he dropped a
class the semester he applied for
the scholarship, ensuring that he
would not receive 30 credits for
the year.
As many students discovered,
the scholarship’s credit requirements apply retroactively to past
years at CUNY — if a student did
not complete 30 credits in a year
before receiving the scholarship,
they were automatically ineligible.
Students can catch up on missing credits to apply for the scholarship in the future but must be
completely on track to finishing a
two- or four-year degree in order
to do so.
“I think the ‘scholarship’ has
been nothing more than a talking point for Gov. Cuomo and the
state legislature,” Liam Giordano, a
Baruch delegate to the University
Student Senate, said. The senate
gathers students from all CUNY
schools to advocate for students
about issues like the scholarship.
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“The scholarship itself is an unsolvable maze for many students
who attend public universities in
[New York]. They're lured in by the
promises made by the [governor]
but consistently let down.”
Diep later realized, however,
that he could use his AP credits from high school to fulfill the
credit requirement. “It took me
like around like — what is it — two
to like three months just to argue
for it,” he said. “It made me feel
like they didn't really look over my
transcript or they didn't really go
through like in-depth process.”
Even with the scholarship,
Diep says it can be difficult to pay
for other school expenses that the
scholarship does not cover, such
as books.
Its other limitation — requiring him to stay in the state after
graduation — also puts strain on

Diep. As a computer information
systems major, he faces the harsh
reality that if there is a better job
for him after graduation in Silicon
Valley, he may be limited in his options. The scholarship would turn
into a loan that he would have to
pay off.
Ultimately, though, Diep is
grateful to be counted among the
scholarship recipients and says
that it took a lot of stress off of him
and his parents.
He encourages everyone to apply for the scholarship. If you don’t
fit the criteria? “You have to wait
till the system change for you or
you can make the change,” Diep
said.
“That's basically all we can do.
And if they listen to us and they
make that change, like your friends
in the future or like your kids in the
future could benefit from it.”

WIB's ‘Pink and Denim Day' sees presidents pied for a good cause
BY AMANDA SALAZAR

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Coming up the escalator to the
second floor, Baruch College students were greeted by loud music
and their peers clad in pink and
denim clothing selling cupcakes,
brownies and cookies. October is
Breast Cancer Awareness Month,
and to do their part in bringing
awareness, Baruch’s Women in
Business organization and its cosponsors hosted “Pink and Denim
Day” to fundraise for and raise
awareness of breast cancer.
The event, which was held on
Oct. 11, included a Sweet Tooth
Booth with both homemade and
store-bought goods and a raffle
sponsored by Insomnia Cookies
and Waffles and Dinges. All the
proceeds went to the American
Cancer Society, specifically toward research into the cause, prevention and treatment of breast
cancer.
The fundraising goal for this
year was to reach a minimum of
$1,500. The goal was based off the
total donations made in October of
the previous year.
The largest crowd of the day
formed during the “Pie the President” activity, during which presidents from various campus organizations volunteered to have pies
thrown on their faces in exchange
for donations.
Members of clubs bought pies
for $3 each to pie their president.
President of WIB, Caitlin Quain,
received at least 15 pies to the face
and her only form of protection was
a raincoat with a hood to keep her
clothes and hair from getting dirty.
Co-sponsors, such as the United
Sikhs Association, Golden Key
Honor Society and MexiCulture,
not only got to pie their presidents
but also helped to promote the
event by bringing in food to sell.

FEBA GEORGE | THE TICKER

The second-floor lobby was a sea of pink and denim as WIB members called out to students to donate toward breast cancer by purchasing baked goods and raffle tickets.
“Pink and Denim Day” is an annual event hosted by WIB to bring
awareness to breast cancer while
serving as a form of contribution to
society.
“This day is really just about taking time during this month about
breast cancer to give back to those
who have been afflicted by it,” said
Quain.
“I think that it’s important because we’re so busy all the time and
there’s so many different things
that we try to do as an organization,
but this is really, truly a day where
everyone, not just Women in Business members, can come together

for a common cause: to raise as
much money as we can, to help as
many people as we can.”
This year was WIB’s sixth year
hosting the event, which made it
particularly special for some of the
club members such as Vice President of Public Relations AshleighJo Hamilton.
"'Pink and Denim Day' is important to me because it’s a tradition in
Women in Business. We’re all for
the empowerment and improvement of women’s organizations,
as well as of women in general,”
said Hamilton. “I think that 'Pink
and Denim Day' is a way in which

we pay tribute to those around us
who may be going through difficult
times. It’s always a way for us to give
back to women and girls all around
the world.”
Students who stopped by the
event enjoyed the array of desserts,
but said they also got the sense
that they were supporting a worthy
cause.
“Women in Business is one of
the biggest clubs at Baruch and I
am close friends with almost all of
the members,” said Irine Thomas, a
sophomore majoring in biology. “I
am part of the Hindu Student Association and we always co-sponsor

their events, so it was a nice gesture to do. And we’re donating it to
charity also, it’s a good cause.”
The day’s events were also meant
to support those Bearcats who are
currently fighting or have suffered
from cancer, or those whose loved
ones have suffered from it.
“My grandma actually had
cancer and she passed away a few
years ago from cancer, so I think
cancer affects us all, whether you
know someone closely or overall
in the world,” said WIB’s half-year
member Ashley Jodah.
“I think it reaches out to a lot of
people.”
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Baruch Sikhs open hearts for Langar Stress meets canvas as
students express their
feelings at ‘Paint Night’
BY GABRIELLE HUEZO

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The annual "Langar Day" hosted by the United Sikh Association
held an open kitchen event in the
school cafeteria on Oct. 11. The
usual cafeteria with tables and
chairs was transformed into a Sikh
temple setting where carpets were
rolled out for students to sit on and
eat. Langar in Sikhism is a community kitchen in which a free
meal is served to all the visitors,
without distinction of religion,
caste, gender, economic status or
ethnicity. The free meal is always
vegetarian.
Former
president
Rajbir
Singh delivered a speech about
the meaning behind the event.
He explained that Gurdwaras,
which are Sikh temples located
all around the world, are open
24/7 to anyone, regardless of religion, who wants a meal. This is
an important 300-year tradition
that emphasizes “in the value that
nobody should ever go hungry,”
Singh said.
The cafeteria was open to all
students and after each person removed their shoes, covered their
head with a wrap and rinsed their
hands with water, they sat on carpets and were served traditional
Sikh food. These practices take
place at actual Gurdwaras. Even
though people of all faiths and
cultures are welcome, they must
follow these steps out of respect
in order to receive a meal. People
must have their head covered at
all times in a Gurdwara.
The tray of food included daal,
which is a lentil soup, rice, yogurt
called dahi, sabzi, which is mixed
vegetables, and roti, made of flour.
The members kept the experience authentic, as they walked
around with metal buckets of food
and ladles, and made sure ev-

BY SHEIK FLORADEWAN

NEWS ASSISTANT
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Students sit on the floor while they eat to symbolize equality between all people.
eryone received as much food as
they wanted.
The event also highlighted the
major role women have played in
Sikhism. Members informed other students about three women:
Mata Gujri Ji, mother of the last
human Sikh Guru, Mai Bhago Ji, a
saint warrior, and Bebe Nanaki Ji,
older sister of Guru Nanak, who is
the founder of the Sikh faith and
is considered to be the first Sikh.
Equality of the sexes is a big part
of the religion.
“The fact that everyone sits
down all together means everyone should be equal,” said the
service director of the club, Simranjot Kaur.
Sikhism is prevalent in India, a
country known to practice strong
gender norms like arranged marriages. President of the Sikh Association Jaspreet Kaur acknowl-

Psychologist presents
ways to identify learning
disabilities in students
BY LUCY SMITH

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Baruch Student Disability Services, the Center for Teaching and
Learning, the Student Academic
Consulting Center and the Learning Disabilities Project hosted a
training session on how to identify
learning disabilities in students on
Oct. 11, which psychologist and
Columbia University professor Dr.
Sanam Hafeez presented to CUNY
faculty and staff members.
Hafeez, who appeared on the
Dr. Oz Show and CBS News discussed the importance of understanding and recognizing learning
disabilities and gave examples of
reasonable accommodation plans.
A learning disability is an "area
of weakness or inefficiency in brain
function that significantly hinders
[someone's] ability to learn," according to the National Institute of
Learning Development.
Some common learning disabilities include dyslexia, a learning disorder within reading,
dyscalculia, a learning disorder
within math and dysgraphia, a
learning disorder within written
expression.
While there are only 400 students registered at the office of
Disability Services at Baruch, Patricia Fleming, the director of student disability services, estimates
that about 10 percent of the CUNY
population struggles with a learning disability, adding that most of
these disabilities are invisible, or
not easily perceived, at first glance.
With a total population of
274,099 students in the CUNY system, 10 percent is around 27,409
students. “I think this is really im-

portant because it won’t be students, but the people who are attending this they’ll be able to notice something. They might learn
something today that will tip them
that a student has a learning disability,” said Fleming.
Some key factors attendees
learned to look for are when students have noticeable drops in
grades and participation, trending
absences, social and emotional
withdrawal and difficulty sustaining attention.
But attendees were also encouraged to “develop a clinical
eye” and look for when students
struggle with open-ended questions on tests and have trouble
summarizing. These are only two
of the many behaviors attendees
were encouraged to look out for.
For attendee Randessa Atherley-Cooper, the training was a
chance to increase her knowledge
about working with students with
learning disabilities.
“Ultimately, I hope to really
learn a little more about interfacing with the students with different disabilities,” she said before
the training.
Atherley-Cooper, who is currently the community outreach coordinator at the Borough of Manhattan Community College, said
she does not work directly with the
office of accessibility, so the training would provide her with extra
support and knowledge as she
works with students with different learning needs. She added, “I
think having a better understanding of how we meet their needs,
how we service them, identifying
the different needs will make me
more successful.”

edged this to be true but stated
that these gender norms are more
cultural than religious.
“Women have not been up
there like men have." Jaspreet
said. "The first person who served
Langar was actually a woman. We
took this Langar opportunity to
dedicate it for these women. … It’s
more like societal norms people
take on, they believe, which is not
actually right because everybody
is equal, they have that role of
women are in the house, men are
outside working.”
This is the second year the USA
has held this event as they try to
make this an annual tradition. As
previously mentioned, Gurdwaras
provide food throughout each
day. Members went to the Gurdwara in Queens early morning on
Oct. 9 to help prepare and cook
the food for their event.

Painting lessons on Vincent
van Gogh’s Starry Night were given
to students at Baruch College on
Oct. 11. The Undergraduate Student Government and Vietnamese Student Association co-sponsored the first "Paint Night" in the
cafeteria.
The event was expected to
have two sessions with the first
one starting at 6 p.m. and the
second starting at 7 p.m. However, because there was a lack of
time and the turnout was greater
than expected, after everyone was
seated with their food and drinks,
USG President Radhika Kalani announced that there would only be
one session.
As students filled up the entire
cafeteria, there was a shortage of
the number of paintbrushes for
students.
Some students had to go
around asking others to borrow
their paintbrushes after they were
done using them. Since there were
initially supposed to be two sessions, the plan was to wash the
paint brushes after the first use.
USG resolved the issue by
sending a board member to go buy
more paintbrushes from Michaels.
Although the turnout of so many
students was not anticipated, getting more supplies was still under
USG’s budget as the club has more
money allocated and its co-sponsor, VSA, provided funds as well.
In the meantime, students who
had paintbrushes started to paint
on their own without waiting to
follow through with the lesson.
There were canvases, easel stands,

colors, newspapers, water and a
picture of Starry Night set up at
each table. While most students
painted van Gogh’s painting in
various shades of blues and yellows, some got creative and drew
abstract art or made self-portraits.
The purpose of the event was to
give students an outlet for creativity and allow them to take a break
from midterms. Kalani expressed
that this is a great activity to have
on campus because “you get to
see everyone’s creativity flow and
while we asked everyone to draw
Starry Night, everyone had their
own versions of it or did something
different which is really nice.”
While students were free to be
creative, junior Sumaiya Hassan,
said that “[she] would have preferred a different kind of painting
like a sunset or something with
easy brush strokes which would
have been better because Starry
Night had too many details to focus on and got a little stressful for
[her] instead of de-stressing.” She
added, “It was still a great way to
escape from studying for a bit and
forget everything.”
This was USG’s first "Paint
Night" but VSA often holds such
events. Despite the lack of paintbrushes at first, the event was still
a successful one.
“I have been wanting to go to
a paint and sip workshop for the
longest time but they’re really expensive and you have to be 21 to
go because of the alcohol served
there, so this was really nice and I
loved having our drinks served in
little wine glasses — even if it was
just cranberry juice, I had fun pretending and painting,” said junior
Anum Sheikh.

VSA educates the campus on Vietnam
BY MAY KHIN

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Too broke for a plane ticket to
Vietnam? The Vietnamese Student Association brings Vietnam
to Baruch College students.
"Passage to Vietnam" organized by VSA is an immersive
experience to explore the Vietnamese culture with fun games,
authentic cuisine, a photo booth,
creative decorations and fandancing, which took place in the
Multipurpose Room on Oct. 11.
There were different stations
that represented each aspect of
the Vietnamese culture, such as
the language, family values and
entertainment.
Founded in 2013, VSA seeks to
promote cultural awareness, increase ethnic diversity and provide
a platform for students to learn
and share about the Vietnamese
culture and heritage. VSA stands
by three values: culture, family and
community.
“The Vietnamese population
in New York City is small so we're
doing our part in representing it,”
said Tam Phuong, VSA president.
“Cultures are meant to be shared
and I think it's a blessing that a lot
of people are interested in VSA.”
The first station explained the
three core values and emphasized
the importance of community.
VSA members also volunteer at
local events with the Chinatown
Partnership Local Development
Corporation and other organizations, such as the Trinity Church
and AirBnB.
VSA’s very own Gia Dinh and
ACE programs allow the members to create a family bond
because ACE stands for ANH,
CHI, EM, which means older
brother, older sister and young
sibling respectively.
Under the ACE program, each

member is paired with an older
VSA member who can take one
under their wing and act as a mentor or a role model.
“My big Arvis Chen [former
USG chair of clubs and organizations] and I are really close. When
I am really sad or need to vent, I
go to him and he gives me advice,”
said VSA historian Jack Wang.
“VSA is a family to me and it’s a
community that I love. People are
great; I made so many friends at
VSA and is something that I look
forward to everyday.”
Gia Dinh is the Vietnamese
word for family and the Gia Dinh
program is crucial to VSA since it
emphasizes one of the core values
and only takes place during the
spring semester.
Members who sign up for the
Gia Dinh program are put into a
family with a family leader who
will help them bond and become a
close-knit group.
There are fun challenges that
each family has to complete to
earn points and win prizes and
most importantly, to bond with
each other.
The language station aimed
to educated others on how to order some Vietnamese dishes and
taught students how to pronounce
certain phrases that cannot be
translated in English because they
are exclusively in Vietnamese.
On the culture and food board,
attendees could learn how to impress the waiter by ordering Goi
cuon or collect some Li Xi on Tet
for good luck.
“I enjoy it when people learn
the language,” Phuong said.
“They'd ask me how to pronounce
it and I'm really happy when they
get it right!”
Next to the language station
stood the most popular station,
serving Kochin dessert, in which
traditional Vietnamese ingredients

and classic western dessert are
combined.
The study abroad station focused on studying in Vietnam, how
to choose a program, and student
visas and scholarships that are offered, such as the David L. Boren
scholarships and the Freeman
Awards for Study in Asia awards,
as well as the housing process,
academic life in Vietnam and both
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh cities and
the language being spoken there.
DIY summer rolls station and
the Vietnamese coffee station were
packed with students as they waited on line for fresh Vietnamese
summer rolls and the Vietnamese
coffee experience.
Another station was the fandancing station, where students
learned the choreographed moves
taught by VSA members.
“It was wild. It was crazy. I
didn't expect this many people
to have come,” Phuong said. “I'd
say we had over 250 people coming. It wasn't like this last year: we
had around 150 and the room felt
claustrophobic already. To have
that much of an increase is crazy
to me.”
Freshman Danielle Anastacio
said her favorite station was the
fan-dancing station and she really
enjoyed the immersive and interactive “trip” to Vietnam.
“I had fun; I like the energy and
how they are excited about their
culture and they want to share it.
I especially like the dancing with
the fans that look like feathers.
The food was really good too,”
Anastacio said.
“Each different culture wants
to show what they bring to the
table and it’s good that we can all
learn from each other.”
Editor's Note: May Khin is a new
member of VSA
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Baruch should offer affordable
food alternatives for students

B

aruch College is not a traditional school. It has a relatively small
campus located in the crowded Flatiron District, and its students
are mostly commuters. Because it's mainly a commuter school,
Baruch lacks traditional college elements, like a football field or a dining hall, which would be okay if the college provided alternatives like a
meal plan.
Like some of the other CUNY schools, such as Hunter College, College of Staten Island and the City College of New York, Baruch should
offer students meal plans. CSI offers three different meal plans for the
students who reside on campus. These students are mandated to pick a
plan. The college also offers a much cheaper, voluntary meal-plan option for commuter students.
There is no cafeteria in the Baruch College Residence Hall, but there
is a shared kitchen available on the first floor. However, a shared kitchen is not ideal for many students, especially those who follow certain
dietary restrictions.
Unlike these other CUNY institutions, Baruch doesn't have a cafeteria serving hot food for students in the Newman Vertical Campus. Having at least this cafeteria would save a lot of time for hungry students
who only have a small slot of time between classes.
There used to be hot food served at Baruch with options such as
pizza and Chinese food, but that's been gone for two years now. This is
not to say that Baruch offers no food options at all; the college does offer
the services of the Avenue C: Food and Beverage Market, but the market
only sells cold, refrigerated items and hot beverages.
The school also has vending machines on almost every floor of the
NVC, but these options do not appeal to all students — there are many
who would rather eat a hot meal for lunch rather than a bag of chips or
ice cream.
It'd be a wise move for Baruch to partner with surrounding businesses that can offer students cheaper food options. There are a few
dining locations around the campus that offer student discounts with
identification, but these are not enough. The Flatiron District contains
a variety of restaurants, cafes and stores.
If Baruch partnered with more local restaurants, students with certain dietary restrictions can have their needs met as well. Without discounts, some of these places can be expensive for students, especially if
students need to buy food on a daily basis.

How is ‘fast-food news’ detrimental?

J

ust over one week has passed since The New York Times released a
bombshell report claiming that President Donald Trump and his father, Fred, engaged in highly questionable business practices, with
some labeled by the Times as “outright fraud.”
While this news was immensely controversial, the general public
didn’t react the way most would expect. There were no scheduled protests or organized resistance efforts directly related to these revelations,
most likely because of the article’s unappealing nature. At more than
10,000 words, the article is not a quick read.
Most western media cater to those seeking quick news and entertainment. By fulfilling the demand for instant and mindless entertainment in the United States, media companies are contributing to that
demand for profit. In becoming complacent in consuming mindless
media, much of the general population has conditioned itself to accept
“fast-food news,” which emphasizes sensationalism more than it does
quality content.
As long as they are ready and able, creators will produce attentiongrabbing content with the goals of raising view counts and ad revenues
as opposed to the disseminating important information.
Consumers of modern media should make more of a conscious effort to engage long reads and sophisticated content in order to develop
important analytical skills and expand their worldview.
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Private prisons should not profit
off of undocumented immigrants

T

he U.S. government has been
shifting its responsibility for
locking up undocumented
immigrants to profit-seeking prison companies. An unfortunate instance of this in play is Josue Vladimir Cortez Diaz, who fled from El
Salvador after being persecuted
and recieving a number of death
threats.
Diaz was captured at the border
and detained in a private jail operated by the GEO Group, formerly
known as the Wackenhut Corrections Corporation. He described
how the private prison provided
him and the other inmates with inedible food and poor health care.
“The conditions in the detention
center, they are bad right down to
the food — they don’t care if someone is sick, if the food goes bad,”
Diaz told the Times.
Diaz was released after he was
given asylum, but since his release, he has been protesting the
mistreatment of inmates in private
prisons. Diaz stated that prison
guards pepper-sprayed him when
he protested. GEO spokesman Pablo E. Paez called his claim “baseless.”
Another example, Douglas
Menjivar, a former detainee of a
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement private prison, said he
was raped by other prisoners. Menjivar, a Salvadoran undocumented
immigrant, was charged with deportation.

“GEO has consistently refuted
the allegations made in this lawsuit, and we intend to continue to
vigorously defend our company
against these baseless claims,” GEO
said in its defense. “The volunteer
work program at all immigration
facilities as well as the minimum
wage rates and standards associated with the program are set by the
Federal government under mandated performance-based national
detention standards. Our facilities,
including the Aurora, Colo. Facility,
are highly rated and provide highquality services in safe, secure and
humane residential environments
pursuant to the Federal Government's national standards.”
ICE established five more detention centers recently, with the
Trump administration demanding
more private immigrant prisons.
Coincidentally, GEO and CoreCivic
— a company that manages prisons
and detention centers — contributed $250,000 to President Donald
Trump’s inaugural festivities.
Kevin Landy, director of the
ICE Office of Detention Policy and
Planning, said, “I don’t get the
impression that the Trump administration has any interest in
implementing new detention reforms.” ICE reportedly closed down
Landy’s office for going against its
regime and supporting undocumented immigrants.
In the 1980s, voters wanted strict
measures against criminals. Nev-

ertheless, none of them wanted to
spend taxpayer money on prisons,
so the government considered putting inmates in for-profit prisons.
Some people claim that for-profit
prisons are more effective and less
costly.
The only question at hand was,
as M. Wayne Huggins, the sheriff
of Fairfax County, stated, “What
next will we be privatizing? Will
we have private police forces? Will
we have private fire department?
Will we have private armies?” As
the demand for detention centers
increases, more private companies
benefit. Government zones are
focused on spending less money
and completely neglect the consequences following their actions.
This implies that they care more
about taxpayers but less about the
basic human rights of inmates. Private companies, such as CoreCivic
and GEO, often advertise their
companies by stating that they run
their prisons at a lower cost. Government and people who hope to
lock up criminals might have been
blinded by the sugarcoated word
“cheap.”
But what if we treated police
forces, fire departments and armies
the same way simply because it
costs less? Locking up inmates in
the private sector will always be a
terrible idea.
-Stacy Kim
Journalism ‘20

Do Democrats need Sanders in 2020?

I

f there’s one lesson to be learned
from the 2016 presidential election, it’s that the American
people are sick of the status quo.
Pretending to be an anti-establishment wild card was the only reason
President Donald Trump was elected, despite what corporate media
has been spewing since. Trump
also has a real chance at winning a
second term, unless he has to run
against Sen. Bernie Sanders.
No one knew who Sanders was
before the 2016 presidental primaries, yet every poll placed him
above Trump. He won 46 percent
of the vote during the primaries
without any mainstream coverage
or corporate funding, and the DNC
still had to rig the primaries against
him as confirmed by Sen. Donna
Brazile. This strategy of shaming
citizens to “vote blue no matter
who” clearly isn't viable this time.
Sanders has practically become
an A-list celebrity since the primaries and is one of the most popular
politicians in the United States.

Meanwhile, the Democratic establishment has no one exciting
to run in 2020. Some potential alternates according to CNN’s “2020
Democratic Power Rankings”
candidates are Joe Biden, Kamala
Harris, Corey Booker and Kirsten
Gillibrand. These names have no
chance of getting people to the
polls and are a bunch of corporatists who are funded by and work for
their donors despite their progressive claims.
People need proof in their pudding these days. Making a deal to
fast-track 15 of Trump’s federal
judge appointments like Democrats did in order to get back on the
campaign trail is not the evidence
voters want. When 40 democratic
senators in an 87-10 majority approved raising Trump’s military defense budget to $717 billion in the
National Defense Authorization
Act for 2019, they were seen as “the
assistance” not “the resistance.”
Sanders, on the other hand, voted against the NDAA like always.

He’s allied with the people instead of corporations, the military industrial complex. His new
“too big to fail, too big to exist”
act proves he's no friend of the big
banks on Wall Street. This is what
voters need to see: a candidate who
is truly against the status quo.
Most Americans want a living
wage, an end to the drug war, Medicare for all, free college and an end
to wars abroad: everything Sanders
stands for.
Trump’s anti-establishment appeal has gone out the window with
his two years in office now that he
has proven to his voters that he is a
liar and will not fight for their interests.
The only way to counter Trump’s
re-election is to have him run
against a favored progressive candidate. Democrats have no choice
but to run Bernie Sanders in 2020
in order to win the presidency.
-Pat Sikora
Journalism ‘20
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USG is working to help
revamp the Zicklin BBA
THE USG REPORT

RADHIKA KALANI

G

ood luck to everyone taking midterms. The semester is kicking off, and the
Undergraduate Student Government is by your side to help you
prepare. Be sure to look out for
USG’s random pop-up events to
help you survive midterm season.
Baruch College President
Mitchel B. Wallerstein is stepping
down. You received an email discussing Wallerstein’s decision to
step down after nine years. It was
not an easy decision to make, but
he’s happy that he let everyone
know early in the semester. USG
Senators will be helping with the
search for a new president to take
Wallerstein’s place.
A week ago, I was approached
by a professor in charge of chaning the way the Bachelor's of Business Administration is structured.
A few senators and I are meeting
with faculty from different departments within the Zicklin School
of Business on a monthly basis in
order to discuss how the BBA can
be modified. The discussions will
include feedback, suggestions and
changes to the prerequisite classes
for different majors.
If you have any suggestions in
mind or want to be included in
the focus group, please reach out
to a USG senator, and we’ll ad-

dress your concerns and get you
on board.
Vice President of Academic Affairs Carlton Maddix is also reaching out to the Weissman School of
Arts and Sciences and the Marxe
School of Public and International Affairs to see if USG can help
revamp the degrees from these
schools as well.
USG’s Student Programing
Board and I had a meeting with
Arthur Downing, the vice president for information services and
dean of the library, to discuss the
Student Technology Fee Plan for
the coming fiscal year. During
this meeting, we discovered that
there's a leak in the atrium of the
library.
Unfortunately, to repair this
leak, the library will soon go under
construction as well. There will be
scaffolding from the second-floor
atrium all the way up to the ninth
floor. The construction will take
place at night and will be stopped
during midterms and finals week
to ensure students can sufficiently
prepare for exams. USG will market this new project as soon as we
have more information.
Wireless printing is live at Baruch. Simply go to https://printing.baruch.cuny.edu/user to enter
documents into your queue and
print documents from any Baruch
printer. Make use of this updated
technology and save yourself a lot
of time. A printer has been added
next to the NVC elevators. USG will
also be marketing wireless printing in the coming weeks.
Radhika Kalani is the president of
USG. She can be reached at radhika.kalani@usgbaruch.com. Her
office is located at 3-272 in the
Newman Vertical Campus.

Global urbanization is imminent;
it's up to us to ensure it's done right.

H

uman history has consisted of the rise and fall of
agrarian societies. Today,
54 percent of the world’s population — the largest share in history — live in cities. The United
Nations projects an increase to
66 percent in urban population
by 2050. The 2018 revision of the
UN’s World Urbanization Prospects expects 35 percent of that
growth to be concentrated in just
India, China and Nigeria.
As the worldwide urban population has grown rapidly from 742
million in 1950 to 4.2 billion in
2018, the world’s rural population has risen steadily since 1950
and is expected to reach its peak
in the next several years. Dense
urban growth has led to the rise of
28 megacities worldwide, a number predicted to rise to 41 by 2030.
Global urbanization is happening.
Our responsibility lies in ensuring
that it’s executed properly.
“Urban density, done well, has
all kinds of benefits,” says urbanist Brent Toderian. “People who
live in dense, walkable areas tend
to be physically healthier, happier
and more productive. Governments pay less in infrastructure
costs to support urbanites than
they do suburbanites. Per capita
energy consumption is lower in
dense areas, which is good for air
pollution and climate change.”
But density is only acquired
through increased development,
sparking outrage among people
already living in cities who don’t
want to be pushed aside. The
problem is exacerbated because
cities are organized around the
need for cars. With expanses of
cities covered by parking lots and
roads, sustainable high density
seems less achievable. Once ur-

ban population increases, city
planners in already existing cities
and planners in newly burgeoning ones will have to address these
spatial issues. Without transforming every city’s housing prospects
into Hong Kong’s “cage homes,”
there are multiple ways to create
more density in a finite amount
of space. Toderian suggests the
development of high-rise apartments or terraced street layouts.
Cities should spend on amenities that make density sustainable,
a phenomenon called “bonusing.”
These include libraries, community centers, parks and other public facilities that the city is able to
afford because of, rather than in
spite of, its high density; these facilities also improve the residential quality of life.
Urbanization often goes hand
in hand with gentrification. California is in the midst of a housing
crisis. California’s cities became
too expensive to live in, and middle-class workers were pushed
out of the city to the suburbs, creating long commutes and traffic
congestion.
In California’s case, increased
development is made difficult by
restrictions on land usage. In the
future, urban planners and city
governments must be aware of the
pitfalls of urban societies. Better
transit zoning and more affordable housing are compulsory to
maintaining existing communities.
Among the biggest global concerns regarding mass urbanization is its role in expediting climate
change. Cities are responsible for
the majority of the world’s carbon
emissions, and a growing urban
landscape seems counterintuitive
to environmental protection. But

increased urbanization may actually help the environment. In a
well-designed dense city, people
would live a comfortable enough
distance from their workplaces,
allowing them to commute by foot
or on bicycle rather than by car or
on public transit.
In America alone, and for the
first time since 1979, cars, trucks
and airplanes emit more carbon
dioxide than power plants do.
Public transit is America’s primary climate challenge. Denser cities
would cut down on the need for
such methods of travel.
Governments should create
public parks and increase legal
protections for existing green
spaces. Environmental safety in
the wake of global urbanization
comes down to government’s will
to preserve such spaces. It’s our
responsibility to vote with the environment in mind.
The biggest contributor to urban growth is the influx of younger people moving into cities. After
a century of suburban growth outpacing urban growth, millennials
have bucked the trend of moving
from cities into small towns to
settle down. Younger generations
are also the most environmentally
conscious demographic.
Urbanization “done right”
looks like dense development that
is both good for the environment
and good for the people who live
in it. We can expect an increased
fusion of different cultures as
more people flock to cities in the
coming years, as well as more vocal advocates for lower-income
communities and the preservation of the environment.
-Tasfiah Tabassum
Marketing ‘22

Americans need to have their voices
heard this midterm election season

All students should be
able to double major

s midterm elections loom
closer, it seems that more
people are urging others to
register to vote before the deadline
passes, and then to actually come
out and vote on Election Day.
Whether it be political activists or
a cousin on Facebook, it seems
like this midterm election is about
to bring every eligible voter to the
polls come Nov. 6.
However, voter turnout in the
United States is reaching a record
low. In the 2014 midterm election,
only 36.4 percent of the voting-eligible population came out to vote
— the lowest turnout since World
War II.
Two years later, during the
highly publicized presidential
election of 2016, about 58 percent
of the eligible population casted
their vote. These two figures are
stark contrasts to voting trends
even 50 to 60 years ago, when close
to 65 percent of eligible citizens
turned out for the presidential
election in 1960, and nearly 50
percent of people came out for the
1966 midterm election.
One would think that in a political climate full of polarization
and controversy, more people
would be heading to the polls to
elect representatives who best represent their views. Politics are not
enough to convince apathetic or
busy American citizens that their
vote actually matters. This leads
to specific groups of people electing politicians who cater mostly to
their wants. And these politicians
mainly work on legislation and
policies that benefit their voters,
rather than the nation as a whole.
In order to further examine voter trends and find the true reasons
behind these abysmal turnout
rates, one first needs to examine

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

A

what kind of people actually go
out to vote every two years. Historically, the majority of voters has
consisted of affluent, white, older
and educated men. There was a
period of time in history when this
was the only group allowed to vote
in elections or have any say in U.S.
politics. Times have changed and
archaic rules regarding who can
vote were either turned over or
amended, but the voting populace
is still mainly rich, white Americans.
Through interviews with several nonvoters from different cities
across the United States, NPR tried
to distinguish exactly what makes
someone a frequent voter or a
nonvoter, which in this case means
someone who voted either once or
not at all in the past eight elections.
“Research has shown the biggest and most persistent difference between who votes and who
doesn't is education and economics,” the article said, citing author
and professor Jan Leighley. “Class
is a more accurate predictor of voting behavior than race, ethnicity,
gender or any other demographic
factor.”
Younger citizens of the United
States are less likely to vote if they
aren’t educated or informed about
their candidates and the issues
that don’t directly concern them.
Another reason younger people
aren't coming out to vote is that
their families are not active voters
and don’t instill the importance of
voting in their children.
Working-class citizens are also
less likely to vote because they are
usually less informed about elections and can’t risk taking time off
from work to hit the polls, especially if their workplace is far from
their polling site. Being too busy is

an oft-cited reason for not voting,
even in key midterm or presidential elections.
In terms of minority groups,
people of Asian and Hispanic descent are the least likely to come
out on Election Day. Part of this
is due to both groups feeling less
connected to their government,
especially if they have just recently
immigrated to the United States.
Politicians are more incentivized
to appease their existing voter
population than to attract new
voters, especially in states where
poeple typically vote for the same
party regardless of how well the
party’s politicians campaign.
Regardless of how past elections turned out and what kind of
trends were discovered through
them, there isn’t a single election
that can be predicted before Election Day happens. Even if one vote
seems as if it doesn’t matter, in the
grand scheme of things, change can
be made if this vote is multiplied
by millions.
The way to make politicians pay
attention to the issues that disenfranchised minority groups have
with the nation and their government is to collectively show that
these issues will affect how much
support a candidate of any party
will receive.
Swing states that are nearly split
between candidates in the 2016
presidential election are the prime
example of this phenomenon, but
more people — of all demographics — voting on Election Day is the
most successful way of showing
politicians what the agenda of the
government should be for the next
several years.
-Diana Shishkina
Journalism ‘20

By double majoring, students
diversify their education. Students
gain in-depth study in two disciplines. By having dual insights,
students can tackle problems from
multiple angles. According to a
study by Vanderbilt University,
“Students reported that having
two majors helped foster creative
problem-solving strategies, and
those with one major in the arts
or humanities reaped the most
benefits.”
The knowledge a student gains
from double majoring teaches new
skills or enhances an already existing skill. Picture a student who is
running their own blog. By studying journalism, that student’s writing skills will improve through the
new techniques they learn, which
in return helps generate content
for their blog. But, by combining
that with a dual major in marketing, that student would also learn
skills to effectively brand, distribute and promote their website,
which will improve their ability to
run their site effectively.
Student’s become more versatile as they acquire new skills. To
be versatile enough to move across
roles, departments and fields adds
value to a person. Employess must
adapt to change as soon as it happens in today's work environment.
Some may argue that these are
all reasons why one should have

It is Baruch's responsibility
to make all educational
opportunities possible for its
students.

a minor. Minors can make one’s
academics well-rounded, however, minors typically consist of
nine credits, which is equivalent to
three classes. Each discipline has
tons of courses covering multiple
aspects of its field.
For example, in marketing,
there are concentrations in advertising, digital marketing, international marketing and analytics.
There’s no way a student minoring in marketing would be able to
cover all aspects of the field with
merely nine credits. With majors,
you have major electives. These
elective credits can be used to explore other parts of the discipline.
According to Baruch 2017 Fact
Sheet, there was a total of 15,253
undergraduate students. Seventythree percent of these students
attended the Zicklin School of
Business, 26 percent attended the
Weissman School of Arts and Sciences, and 1 percent attended the
Marxe School of Public and International Affairs. Due to the high
concentration, it is difficult for
double major students to get the
classes they want in their respective schools, especially in Zicklin.
Nowadays, it’s not uncommon
for people to have multiple jobs
in different disciplines. There are
students who go into business
and STEM fields for security even
though their interest lies somewhere else.
By including the option to
double major in all three schools,
students can make choices that
cater toward their interests. It is
Baruch’s responsibility to make
all educational opportunities possible for its students.
-Garrett D. Greene
Marketing ‘18
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Harlem has every right
to say no to new shelters

A

ll around Union Square,
people walk by and see at
least one homeless person
on the street begging for food or
money. According to Business
Insider, New York City has 77,000
people living on the street, making
it the city with the largest homeless
population.
Muzzy Rosenblatt, the CEO of
Bowery Residents' Committee,
and Steven Banks, the New York
commissioner of social services,
created the Landing Road Residence in the Bronx in February.
This residence consists of apartments that could be rented from
$400 to $1000 with 200 beds at the
bottom floor as shelter.
But not all neighborhoods
are as welcoming as University Heights in the Bronx when it
comes to opening up shelters for
homeless people.
In Harlem, residents dislike the
idea of opening more institutions
for drug abusers, the homeless
and those suffering from mental
illness.
According to The Wall Street
Journal, residents have described
the neighborhood as “oversaturated” with these institutions and
said that Harlem has become a
“dumping ground.”
Families have also complained
that they do not want their children living and growing up in an
area with institutions like this. In
addition, there has not been a decline in drug overdoses; Harlem
still accounts for one of the areas
with the highest accidental drug
overdoses in the city.
Barbara Askins, the president
and chief executive of the 125th
Street Business Improvement District, said that these complaints
have been going on for a while

now, and that these institutions
are in fact helping people out. If
they are, why are these statistics
still at an all-time high in Harlem?
Meanwhile, statistics from the
New York City Health Department
show that the Bronx has a steady
increase in deaths related to accidental drug overdoses: In 2000
there were 638 deaths, in 2004
there were 722 deaths, in 2012
there were 730 deaths and lastly in
2016 there were 1,425.
The Bronx continues to have
high accidental drug overdoses,
which means the complaints of
these residents are warranted.
With an influx of these institutions,
safety becomes a matter of urgency with these residents.
The Mayor’s Office should listen to residents of Harlem. These
residents have been complaining
for years about the destruction of
their neighborhood, yet nothing is
being done. It's not fair for people
who do need help from these institutions and complaining residents
are failing to look at the other point
of view. There has to be a plan that
benefits both parties.
The Mayor’s Office should step
in to offer funding for better hospitals and spread out the construction of new facilities throughout
the city.
There should be buses with
temporary beds geared toward
transporting the homeless. Within
these buses, the beds should all be
stuffed with blankets and a bag of
clean jackets and clothes. With this
new bus system and proper funding for shelters, we will be making
actual progress toward solving the
crisis of homelessness in this city.
-Alison Lui
Accounting ‘22

PAGE 8 I THE TICKER BUSINESS

OCTOBER 15, 2018

Business
The cocoa grind: one Bearcat's path to becoming a franchisee
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Dealing with the pressure of being a student and a business owner
has given Elshinawy insight on issues like time management and
balance. He is learning entrepreneurship through hands-on experience and in his classes.
Elshinawy can be seen at his
Brooklyn store behind the counter, talking to customers and taking
orders. This is the first store that he
owns. In the past, he has mainly focused on franchising to others.
Elshinawy follows the family business: His father was a franchise owner of a different store. But
Elshinawy is paving his own path.
With plans to continue growing
and expanding throughout the city,
Elshinawy sees a bright future for
Cocoa Grinder.
Elshinawy described how a balance between school and work is
pivotal to his success. “Time was
the most valuable asset that I had
and I felt that if I learned how to
manage my time, I could really
maximize my output,” he said in an
interview with The Ticker.
Currently Elshinawy studies real
estate at Baruch and plans to apply
what he learns to his business. He
will graduate in 2019 and intends to
continue his venture.
A major factor in Elshinawy’s
choice of major was his desire to
learn strategies to improve his business.
His plan is similar to that of McDonald’s: — build one solid location and duplicate and franchise it.
In 10 years, he believes he will have
the franchise model set and be in

COURTESY OF EHAB ELSHINAWY

While receiving his education at Baruch, Elshinawy began a business venture with his cousin and now balances his schoolwork with his job as a Cocoa Grinder franchisee.
most of the 50 states, looking to expand internationally.
Cocoa Grinder is currently growing, with Elshinawy’s own franchise
store being the most recent addition. There are stores throughout
the city, including in Brooklyn
neighborhoods Bay Ridge, Crown
Heights and Midwood.
With eyes to the future, Elshinawy sees Cocoa Grinder going
beyond the city and eventually international.
Within five years, Cocoa Grinder has already opened multiple

stores, with an eye on expanding
beyond New York City.
But Elshinawy has experienced
many obstacles in his venture.
“Honestly, I wouldn’t say it’s one
big obstacle. I would say there are
a lot of micro-obstacles that get
in the way,” he said. Overcoming
these obstacles and learning to
persevere is what gets you to your
goals, he said.
Through all of his hard work,
Elshinawy has found success.
“The biggest success I would
say in my career for the business is

putting together the business plan
and pitching it in front of the investors, something I was very uncomfortable with, insecure about and
learning how to get out of my comfort zone.”
Elshinawy also offered insight
to students who hope to start
businesses of their own. “I would
say learn how to work harder on
yourself than you do on your job,
learn the right skills, learn the right
knowledge, meet the right people,
shake the right hands, be openminded and be optimistic,” he said.

Cocoa Grinder’s name comes
from an idea of balance, the idea of
embracing both the sweetness and
bitterness of life.
This suits the business, which
has helped Elshinawy find a sweet
spot between doing what he loves
and the grind of life. This idea of
finding balance is applicable to all
students who hope to one day have
their own business.
With high goals and a good work
ethic, he hopes to grow his business
and is a shining example of finding
balance.

WeWork continues to expand, though critics remain skeptical
BY ESTELLE SAAD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
WeWork, a startup that offers
rentable space to companies and
businesses, is now the largest office
tenant in New York City and has
plans to expand further. Though it
is valued at $20 billion and is growing quickly, critics are skeptical
about how the company is turning
a profit.
At its current rate, WeWork
opens at least 20 new locations

per month and has become a wellknown and trendy company.
The spaces the company rents
out are primarily offices, but WeWork has have been starting to
branch out into other areas, including fully furnished living spaces.
The company’s main focus is for
its spaces to have a sense of community for its members. WeWork
has revolutionized the concept of
co-working offices by making them
feel like more upbeat and collaborative kinds of workplaces.

The company opened its first
location in New York City in 2010.
Since then, WeWork has expanded
to hosting 268,000 members at 287
sites. WeWork’s occupancy rate was
around 84 percent in the first half of
this year, which is up from 78 percent during 2017.
WeWork, which is headquartered in the United States, has gotten a reported $8.1 billion in venture capital by fixing up and leasing
out building space as shared offices. Japanese telecommunications

WWW.PIXABAY.COM

Though WeWork continues to expand across the world, many critics point out that it is still losing money in many of its properties.

giant Softbank Group is a major
investor in the company.
WeWork reported $764 million
in revenue for the first half of this
year, which is more than double
the revenue of that same period in
2017. However, even as membership and revenue increase, the cost
for upkeeping the spaces continues
to exceed profits.
The company had a $723 million
net loss in the first six months of
2018, in addition to $934 million in
losses last year. These losses resulted in S&P Global Ratings considering WeWork a risky investment in
April due to its hefty investments.
Though WeWork does have its
problems, S&P said the company
has “ample liquidity, a strong occupancy rate, and the chance to
set its own terms with landlords as
it becomes more dominant in size
and scale.”
Additionally, WeWork claims
that as it increases the number of
its buildings, the building costs continue to decrease and it continues
to increase the amount of revenue
from new tenants.
In addition, WeWork reported
that its European flagship building
in London turned a profit in 2017,
which the company sees as an indication that its investments will
soon prove successful.
However, separate filings for
WeWork’s overall business in the
United Kingdom reveal that its
losses have almost tripled, making
critics wonder whether the earnings from rent can ever exceed the
costs it has.
The company has $4.21 billion
in U.K. lease commitments over
the next 20 years, which could be
problematic if the U.K. exits the European Union in 2019.
The U.K.’s exit may cause a
downturn in the property market. Besides cutting into WeWork’s
real estate investment there, this

event could potentially cause businesses to leave the U.K., leading to
reduced demand for office space.
This would ultimately leave WeWork with fewer members.
WeWork previously had a brand
image as a place for freelancers and
budding entrepreneurs to gather
and co-work, however, major companies, including Sprint and Microsoft, are housing their employees in WeWork locations, which
has reworked people’s views of the
company. But the workspace-sharing company believes that it has
not veered from their roots.
In its mission statement, WeWork claims to be “a place you join
as an individual, ‘me,’ but where
you become part of a greater ‘we.’ A
place where we’re redefining success measured by personal fulfillment, not just the bottom line.”
This idea appeals to millennials and startups and also coincides
with the growing number of Americans who are freelancing or working remotely.
Their offerings to members include free Wi-Fi, business-class
printers and free refreshments. WeWork members also have the option
to attend events with their fellow cooffice workers, which are both for
social and professional purposes.
WeWork is working on various initiatives including designing
workspaces for other companies.
Additionally, it plans to open a
school called WeGrow in New York
City next fall.
Through an initiative titled
WeMRKT, WeWork now gives entrepreneurs a marketplace to showcase their products, selling items
made mostly by and for WeWork
members.
WeWork is a company with
many ventures and a company that
focuses on sustainability. This past
July, it started an initiative to be
meat free.
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A Financial Briefing by Baruch’s Investment
Management Group

L

ast September, the unemployment rate in the U.S. labor market fell to its lowest
level since December 1969, at 3.7
percent. The jobless rate fell from
3.9 percent in August as the economy added 134,000 jobs, a record 96
straight months of job gains.
Furthermore, the upward revision of July and August non-farm
payroll numbers was especially encouraging.
______________________

T

he robust employment figures and the Job Openings
and Labor Turnover Survey
indicate a strong economy, which
should continue the steady demand for labor.
As of today, there are 6.9 million
job opening for the 5.9 million unemployed people actively looking
for jobs.
Under such circumstances,
employers will have to fight for talents with better value proposition.
This is evident from the recent announcement by Amazon to raise
its minimum wage to $15 per hour
for all full-time, part-time and seasonal workers.
Andrew Chamberlain, the chief
economist of job search site Glassdoor, summed up the current state
of the labor market beautifully:
“This is the best job market in a
generation or more.”
______________________

T

he U.S. labor market is very
robust, with the unemployment rate hovering below the
4 percent natural rate of unemployment. Whereas in the eurozone, the

unemployment rate is more than
double that of the United States.
The situation is even more dire
in Spain, where the unemployment
rate is close to five times more than
the United States at 15.3 percent.
While Canada is struggling with
a 5.9 percent unemployment rate,
Mexico seems to be in great shape
with an unemployment rate of 3.5
percent.
______________________

O

n Oct. 1, the United States
and Canada reached an
agreement on revising the
North American Free Trade Agreement with a new accord called
the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement.
Under the USMCA, or NAFTA
2.0, 75 percent of car parts must be
made within the North American
region to qualify for not being subject to tariffs, and 40 to 45 percent
of a vehicle must be made by someone earning at least $16 an hour.
Additionally, Canada will offer 3.6 percent of its domestic milk
market to the United States and
will scrap a milk-pricing policy that
has upset producers in the United
States.
The duty-free shopping limit
was raised to $100 to enter Mexico
and $115 to enter Canada. This is
a boon to e-commerce companies
like Amazon, which can now sell
more goods.
Canada has also agreed to extend monopoly protection for
pharmaceutical companies from
eight years to 10 years.
By Tenzin Thinlley
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First Man's gut-punching experience belongs on big screens

BENJAMIN WALLIN

Neil Armstrong’s famed words
as he first set foot on the moon
have resounded throughout history. Nearly 50 years later, there’s still
a power to the phrase, “That’s one
small step for man, one giant leap
for mankind.” In First Man, audiences experience that momentous
step up close, seeing Armstrong’s
perspective and getting the chance
to grasp how giant the symbolic
leap was.
Like Titanic or Sully, First Man
tells the story of a historic voyage in
which the ultimate outcome is expected to be known by most viewers: Armstrong steps on the moon
and makes it home safely. But what
director Damien Chazelle’s latest
film turns its focus on is Armstrong
himself.
Taking place in the 1960s, the
film is so centered on the astronaut that it doesn’t even show the
planting of the U.S. flag — an action
turned into controversy by Marco
Rubio, who likely hadn’t seen the
film at the time.
First Man tells the story of how
Armstrong, played by Ryan Gosling, came to take his small step,
with Claire Foy playing his wife,
Janet, who is trying to handle be-

ing stuck on Earth without her husband — whether he’s in space or at
home.
Gosling portrays Neil as a reserved, quiet guy. Early in the movie, the protagonist goes through
a personal tragedy, and his quiet,
solitary reaction frames his character for the rest of the film. He’s not a
man of many words.
The entire opening sequence,
in which Neil flies an X-15 that is
crashing down to Earth, goes by
without the then-pilot saying a
single word. The scene is intense,
shaky and loud, but Neil sits, quietly calculating and aiming for a
soft landing.
The rest of the film is far from
quiet. In key sequences of launches
and flights, the sound roars and the
scenes shake. In these sequences,
shot by cinematographer Linus
Sandgren on 16mm film, the grainy
visuals turn into streaks across the
screen. Ai-Ling Lee’s sound design
has the ships rattling all around,
emphasizing the perceived fragility
of a pilot’s or astronaut’s surroundings. Justin Hurwitz’s soundtrack
fits the era and movie’s intensity as
it plays at a high volume.
The sequences are loud and
shaky enough to become incomprehensible. The camerawork is restricted, showing the inside of the
vessel, some views from mountings right outside and first-person
perspective. The viewer is stuck
inside the vessel and the film assaults every sense it can — one can
only imagine the nausea-inducing
ride of seeing First Man in the seatmoving 4DX format.
This is not a film for the faint of

DANIEL MCFADDEN | UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

Neil Armstrong is a reserved presence, but the sights and sounds of First Man are intense and loud.
heart. There are dangers of feeling
claustrophobic or overwhelmed in
multiple intense sequences.
First Man is certainly a film
of spectacle even though it tells
a smaller story. The narrative of
Neil’s life is endearing and the relationships between astronaut families are interesting to watch, but
the film is built for its big moments.
The flights and launches are where
these moments take precedence,
but the lunar sequence is also an
expression of the search for size.
The lunar module lands on the
moon, the hatch opens up, the
camera goes through and, in theaters with IMAX’s laser projection
system, the screen suddenly fills

up. The moon becomes massive,
and the sound goes vacuum-silent.
The most significant moment is not
when Neil says his historic line; it’s
when he picks up his boot and sees
the first human footprint on the
moon. Amazingly, when the visuals
are the biggest, the significant moments are those that are the smallest.
Back home, Janet’s role is nothing huge. Foy makes the most of
the small part written for her in
Josh Singer’s screenplay with her
emotional output. True, she’s more
than a shrew who doesn’t want her
husband to do the thing he wants to
do, and, true, it is Neil’s story, but
that doesn’t excuse an underwrit-

ten character with little to do other
than think about her husband, talk
about her husband and talk about
other astronaut husbands.
First Man, Chazelle’s first feature film not to center around music, is a good film that is powerful
in its intense moments and caring
in its smaller ones. After any sequence in which Neil flies through
air or space, viewers may need to
take a deep breath — the intensity
of the film can still be felt after leaving the theater.
The film may not bear viewing
more than once, nor even after it
leaves theaters. But for now, as it
plays big, it’s a visceral experience
worthy of being seen.

Twenty One Pilots creates new mythology in latest album, Trench
SVEN LARSEN
STAFF WRITER

After achieving mainstream
success with their last record, Blurryface, Twenty One Pilots is spreading their wings for their latest release, Trench. Their mixture of rap,
rock and reggae previously made
for tangled songs, but with more
experience and focus Trench delivers a concise message of power
and strength.
Following in the footsteps of
their indie pop rock elders like
Muse, MGMT and Foster the
People, Twenty One Pilots is the
millennial younger brother who
grew up in a world of added angst
and technological advancement.
Trench shares the same melodic
and alternative tone as that of the
other bands in Twenty One Pilots'
family tree, but it grows more toward synth-based songs tackling
specific modern issues.
The band’s take on the beloved
indie alternative aesthetic was
enough to garner immense hype
for their fifth LP, but members Tyler
Joseph and Josh Dun have always
cast a deeper story within their records to appeal to their fans.
On Blurryface, Joseph repeatedly addressed the titular character Blurryface who was revealed
as a personification of Joseph’s inner anxiety and insecurities. This
time around, Trench follows an allegorical journey through Dema,
a fictional dystopia ruled by nine
bishops who keep the inhabitants
trapped. Head bishop Nico leads
the civilization in Vialism, a religion of worshipping false light that
oppresses those who don't follow
orders, as explained on "Nico and
the Niners."
Preceding the release of Trench,
fans discovered a hidden website
lodged into the band's website that
displayed notes and messages from

Clancy, an escapee from Dema,
who details the inside practices
of the bishops and banditos, the
people aiming for liberation. This
story of Dema is explicitly referenced throughout, adding intrigue
to the record. However, because of
the central theme the songs lack
individual depth due to this dependency on the plot.
With complex plotlines and
references to everything from ancient Zoroastrian practices to a
French mathematician, Trench is
equally confusing and riveting.

Underneath the highbrow analogies, Trench is, at its core, a typical
Twenty One Pilots record, with the
true themes being depression, isolation and anxiety.
Discussed thoroughly on previous songs like "Guns for Hands"
and "Ode to Sleep," Joseph vents his
personal fears and worries through
these genre-bending songs.
Among the synth-heavy majority of the record, tracks like "Neon
Gravestones" and "Bandito" strive
to tackle the heavy subjects of glorifying suicide and depression.

"Neon Gravestones" is a relaxed,
almost bare track that has Joseph
openly explaining his issues with
the ethos surrounding suicide in
our times.
Questioning why "our culture
can treat a loss like it's a win," Joseph admits that he himself has
had suicidal thoughts and asks
listeners to readjust their perspective and pleads for "some room for
a new point of view." This unique
rhetoric is timely, as multiple headlines have oversaturated the media on famous suicides and shows

COURTESY OF FUELED BY RAMEN

Twenty One Pilots follow up Blurryface with Trench, another narrative-based album that is revealed to be about more.

about the topic, such as 13 Reasons
Why. Joseph's own genre of alternative rock is notorious for the almost worship-like behavior of fans
over the suicides of rock icons like
Kurt Cobain and recently, Chester
Bennington.
The attractive "neon" in the
gravestones of the deceased is, to
Joseph, not only disrespectful but
also unhealthy, as it feeds the ironic
cycle of obsession and disregard to
those who need help.
"Bandito" offers much-needed
hope to listeners as it details the
fight for escaping the oppression of
Dema, and, therefore, depression.
The track stresses the power of music as the band offers, "It helps to
hear these words," noting that "the
softest echo could be enough for
me to make it through."
Trench continues to optimistically lead listeners through the
inner catacombs of depression to
escape the inner trench. The admittedly cute "Smithereens" reiterates
the power of love and how healing
it feels to protect those who one
cares about.
This importance of helping
others is stressed in "My Blood,"
in which Joseph tells listeners, "If
you find yourself in a lion's den, /
I'll jump right in and pull my pin."
Joseph also gets personal on "Legend," in which he calls out to his
recently deceased grandfather for
guidance and asks him for his help.
Trench guides listeners to these important lessons, both explicitly in
"Neon Gravestones" and implicitly
in "The Hype."
Twenty One Pilots fly above
their own boundaries, achieving both storytelling and musicmaking. With smoother flows and
a more mature take on their lyrics,
Joseph and Dun are able to establish themselves as committed artists aiming for a different destination from their modern peers.
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Separating babies from mothers may cause mental health risks
BY NAYERRA ZAHRAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Being taken away from a mother
or a primary caregiver even for a
brief moment in early life can result
in significant traumatic alterations
in the future and affect the adult
function of the brain, according to
a recent rat study.
These alterations in the brain
are comparable to disturbances in
the brain structure and function
that are detected in people at risk
for neuropsychiatric disorders such
as schizophrenia.
This study, administered in the
laboratory of Christopher Lapish,
an associate professor of psychology at the Indiana University School
of Medicine, gives us an understanding of the early stages of trauma occurring in a young rat’s brain
when detached from its mother.
The observations collected may
help us understand the brain of
an adolescent who was physically,
mentally or emotionally neglected.
This can also spur more policies in
regard to present day events of children being separated from their
family at a young age for political
reasons.
Throughout the study, rats were
removed from their mothers, which
did not foster a maternal connection. Usually, at the ages of 13-14
days, rats begin to open their eyes.
In the study, the rats were removed
from their mothers for 24 hours
when they were nine days old.
However, this is a critical period
for brain development. If a baby
rat is removed from its mother for
more than four hours and not kept

warm, its health may be affected
tremendously.
According to PetCoach, “[Baby
rats] can be weaned at 4 weeks, but
you can leave the girls with their
mom as long as you want. [But
it is best to] remove boys before
5 weeks, or they may breed with
their mother or sisters.” The observations collected from this study
revealed that unlike animals that
were separated from their mother,
the separated rats manifested significant behavioral, as well as biological and physiological, malformations in adulthood.
According to Lapish, “Rat and
human brains have similar structure and connectivity.” The more
we understand how the brain responds, the closer we come to being able to address and hopefully
develop novel treatment strategies to reverse these neurological
changes.”
During the study, various alterations such as memory impairments
and less communication between
brain sections, as well as other neurological changes, were discovered
in the rats that were separated from
their mothers.
Corresponding author, graduate student in Lapish’s lab and current postdoctoral fellow in neuropsychology Sarine Janetsian-Fritz
stated, “These are all clues to how
a traumatic event early in life could
increase a person’s risk of receiving
a schizophrenia diagnosis in the
future.”
The bases of neuropsychiatric
disorders and the delay in the appearance of symptoms pertaining to schizophrenia is unknown.

WWW.WIKIMEDIA COMMONS.ORG

Even brief maternal deprivation at an early age may result in a greater risk for neuropsychiatric disorders like schizophrenia.
Brian F. O’Donnell, professor of
psychological and brain sciences
at Indiana University Bloomington
and co-author of the study stated:
“Children exposed to early-life
stress or deprivation are at higher
risk for mental illness and addictions later in life, including schizophrenia. Thus, policies or interventions that mitigate stress to children could reduce vulnerability to
emotional disorders in adulthood.”
In relation to modern-day current events, multiple migrant children have been separated from
their parents at the U.S.-Mexico
border, many of them very young,
and have wound up in shelters
where stress, negligence and lack
of communication take place.

For many years, some “teachers and caregivers completed the
MacArthur Health and Behavior
Questionnaire, which includes
subscales on depression, overanxious, social anxiety/withdrawal,
oppositional defiant behavior, conduct problems, overt aggression,
relational aggression and ADHD,”
ScienceDaily declared. The surveys conveyed the effect of how a
child’s environment starting at a
young age can remarkably alter an
adolescent’s brain as they reach
adulthood.
Children living in quality foster care, compared with the ones
who remained in institutions, had
less psychopathology and negative
behaviors. The behaviors began to

appear by the age of 12 years and
started to become vital by the age
of 16 years.
To prevent various neuropsychiatric disorders from occurring,
children must be exposed to highquality environments starting at a
young age, with appropriate caregiving to reduce the risk of such
disorders.
However, this is not to say that
caregiving will necessarily stop
adolescents from experiencing
psychological disorders, as it can
still be difficult for a child to be excluded from their parents or other
family members. The acceptance of
this information may result in the
creation of programs that prevent
family separation.

Two female scientists smash barriers with historic Nobel Prize wins
BY ALI HUSSAIN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Though the STEM fields often
come under fire for failing to recognize the achievements of women,
awarding the Nobel Prize in fields
of science to those women who’ve
earned it this year seems to indicate a step in the right direction.
This year, a number of women
were recognized for their efforts in
science, technology, engineering
and math fields. Frances Arnold
was awarded the Nobel Prize in
chemistry “for the directed evolution of enzymes,” thereby becoming
only the fifth woman to be awarded
the Nobel Prize in chemistry since
the inception of the prize in 1901
and the first American woman ever
to do so.
Just a day before that came the
announcement of the Nobel Prize
for physics, awarded to Canadian
physicist Donna Strickland alongside Gérard Mourou “for their
method of generating high-intensity, ultra-short optic pulses.” In
doing so, Strickland became both
the third woman ever to win the
Nobel Prize in physics and the first
woman to win it in 55 years. She
followed the path laid before her
by Marie Curie in 1903 and Maria
Goeppert-Mayer in 1963.
In fact, Strickland cited Goeppert-Mayer in her prize-winning
doctoral thesis and said in an interview with Nobel Prize that the 1963
winner “didn’t get to have a paid
job for the longest time.
he didn’t really get to be recognized as a scientist even though she
was doing incredible work,” and
as such, became an inspiration of
sorts for her.
For her part, Arnold started conducting the first directed evolution
of enzymes in 1993. “Since then,
she has refined the methods that
are now routinely used to develop
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The decision to award two female scientists in their respective male-dominated fields indicates a step toward equality within STEM that has never existed before.
new catalysts. The uses of Arnold’s
enzymes include more environmentally friendly manufacturing of
chemical substances, such as pharmaceuticals, and the production of
renewable fuels for a greener transport sector,” the academy cited as
the reason for her earning the prize.
Meanwhile Strickland, along
with her doctoral adviser, Mourou,
was awarded the Nobel Prize for
her revolutionary doctoral thesis
in 1985 that paved the way for the
creation of the shortest and most
intense laser pulses ever.
Their method, called chirped
pulse amplification or CPA, included “stretch[ing] the laser pulses in

time to reduce their peak power,
then amplif[ying] them and finally
compress[ing] them,” packing more
light in the same space, thereby increasing their density and subsequently their power.
There seems to be a persistent
issue with the acceptance of women in STEM fields. Studies have
shown that women in STEM fields
who choose to persist face implicit
and explicit barriers for their advancement.
Part of the issue comes with the
slow nature of science’s recognition process. The Nobel Prizes for
this year are now recognizing work
from two to three decades ago.

Though the nature of the recognition process can’t be changed, the
acceptance of women in STEM can.
The common stereotype is that
women show no interest in science and “don’t like math.” However, this isn’t because of cognitive inability, but because a lack of
early exposure and experience with
STEM, educational policy, cultural
context, stereotypes and a lack of
role models.
The revelation that Strickland
didn’t even have a Wikipedia article before she received the prize
points to one of the major issues:
the lack of access to knowledge of
role models.

The way to fix this then seems to
be to increase the number of women who can be role models, which
means that women in science need
to be paid attention to in the first
place, such as with the Nobel Prize.
Just as Goeppert-Mayer served as
something of an inspiration for
Strickland, Strickland herself and
Arnold could serve as inspirations
for the next generation of women
that could take control of science
and push toward a brighter, more
equal tomorrow.
The two scientists will receive
their Nobel Prizes alongside the
other winners at the celebration in
Stockholm in December.
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Bearcat Breakdown: Men's soccer
continues CUNYAC dominance
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
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Drew Brees' record-breaking performance was one of the major Week 5 storylines.

Easy Breesy: Brees
breaks yardage record
BY RAY MAURER III

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Week 5 began with the New
England Patriots reminding the
entire NFL that they are officially
back. Tom Brady had a dominant
performance against his old rivals,
the Indianapolis Colts, on Thursday night football, defeating them
38-24 at home. It was only the first
of many fantastic individual performances this week.
One of the most exciting games
this week took place between the
Carolina Panthers and the New
York Giants. This was a wild game
that featured a bunch of lead
changes, weird plays and turnovers. Early on, Odell Beckham
Jr. muffed a punt while trying to
block, and the Panthers recovered it for a touchdown. Beckham
would make up for it by catching
eight passes for 131 yards and his
first touchdown of the season. He
also threw a long touchdown to
Saquon Barkley on a trick play,
which got the Giants back in the
game.
His touchdown put the Giants
in front late after multiple interceptions by both quarterbacks. On
the final drive, the referees missed
a call on third and one, allowing
the Panthers to attempt a 63-yard
field goal as time expired. The field
goal was good, giving the Panthers
a 33-31 win. A heart-wrenching
loss for the Giants moved them
down to 1-4.
One rivalry game that never
disappoints takes place two times
a season between NFC West rivals
Seattle Seahawks and Los Angeles
Rams. Over the last decade, these
two teams are always very competitive with each other, whether both
teams are in the race or not.
Jared Goff led the 4-0 Rams on
the road looking to remain undefeated. Russell Wilson and Chris
Carson would make them earn
this one, though. After a few early
scores, it was 17-17 at halftime.
The Seahawks, led by Wilson’s
arm, were able to muster up 14
points to take a 31-24 lead heading
into the fourth quarter. Late in the
fourth quarter, the Rams made a
risky decision to go for it on fourth
and one in their own territory.
Luckily, every button Sean
McVay has been pushing lately,
worked. The Rams iced the game
with a first down and edged out
Seattle 33-31. Wilson threw for 3
touchdowns, and Carson rushed

for 116 yards, but it wasn’t enough
to take down the top dogs in the
West.
The Chicago Bears and Tampa Bay Buccaneers enjoyed bye
weeks, but everyone else was in
action this week. The New York Jets
defeated the Denver Broncos 3416 behind Robby Anderson’s 123
yards and two touchdowns. Mason
Crosby missed four field goals and
an extra point in the Green Bay
Packers’ 31-23 loss to the Detroit
Lions. The Buffalo Bills stunned
the Tennessee Titans, winning 1312.
The Pittsburgh Steelers broke
out against the decimated Atlanta
Falcons’ defense. James Conner rushed for 110 yards and two
touchdowns in the 41-17 Steelers win. The Cleveland Browns’
prayers were answered when they
made a wobbly game-winning
field goal as time expired in overtime, defeating the Baltimore Ravens 12-9. The Cincinnati Bengals
scored 27 unanswered points,
leading them to a 27-17 victory
over the Miami Dolphins.
The Kansas City Chiefs and
Patrick Mahomes proved to be
too much for the stout Jacksonville Jaguars’ defense. The Chiefs
scored 30 points and Blake Bortles
looked horrendous, losing 30-14.
The Los Angeles Chargers
dominated the Oakland Raiders
26-10 in an unfair fight.
The Minnesota Vikings avoided
another loss by defeating the defending champion Philadelphia
Eagles 23-21. This pushed the Eagles back to 2-3 on the season.
Josh Rosen led the Arizona Cardinals to their first win during his
first career win, defeating the San
Francisco 49ers 28-18.
The showdown in Texas between the Houston Texans and
Dallas Cowboys needed overtime
to be resolved. Deshaun Watson
and the Texans were unable to
convert on many red zone appearance but squeezed out a 19-16 win
on a field goal.
Lastly, Drew Brees was able to
become the NFL’s leader in career
passing yards, breaking the record
on Monday night football against
the Washington Redskins. An
emotional night in New Orleans
ended in a 43-19 win, but Brees’
huge night was the story, throwing for 363 yards and three touchdowns. Brees set the record on a
long touchdown pass to rookie
wide receiver Tre’Quan Smith.

With only two minutes remaining in the match, freshman Adonis
Martinez broke the tie off a freekick by sophomore Alexey Arefev
by heading it in for the goal. This
goal broke the 0-0 tie and was the
only goal scored in Baruch’s 1-0
victory.
Baruch finished the game with
19 shots, while Brooklyn only had
3 shots. The Bulldogs' goalie had a
great game, totaling seven saves.
The Bearcats now look toward
three games against CUNYAC opponents, Hunter College, Lehman
College and the College of Staten
Island.
Women’s volleyball played in a
CUNYAC Multi-Match at Lehman
in the Bronx, where they faced off
against Lehman and John Jay College.
In their first match against John
Jay, Baruch fell short of a victory by
losing three sets to two. Anita Sengara led the team with 19 kills and
14 digs, while Shannon Barrett led
with 4 blocks.
They won their second match
3-2 over Lehman. They were led by
Sanaa Hadjeb, who finished with
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25 kills, 11 digs and six aces.
The lady Bearcats have fallen
to a record 6-14 on the season, far
from where they hoped they would
be at this point. With the CUNYAC
Tournament coming up at the end
of October, they hope to get on a
win streak that will ride them into
the playoffs.
The women’s tennis team has
started off up and down, as it has
a 3-3 record, with a 3-2 record
against CUNYAC opponents.
They had two previous CUNYAC matches against York College and Hunter College, where
they split 1-1. Their match against
York College took place in Jamaica,
Queens, where they recorded a 9-0
win.
The Bearcats won all three doubles and six singles, while fresh-

men Natalie Ibelhaupt and Kaitlyn
Rivera pitched an 8-0 shutout.
In their following match against
Hunter at the UTSA Billie Jean
King National Tennis Center in
Flushing, the Lady Bearcats lost
8-1. Natalie Ibelhaupt scored the
team’s only point in the match in
the fourth set of singles, winning
6-1.
Baruch has only four games left
until the CUNYAC Tournament,
during which they hope to make
another run for the championship.
Baruch’s cross-country team
traveled out to Center Valley,
Pennsylvania, to compete in the
DeSales University Invitational.
The men’s team placed 22nd
out of 25, and the women’s team
finished 23rd out of 25 in their
races.

Main event mayhem caps off UFC 229
BY PAT SIKORA

STAFF WRITER

On Oct. 6, the highly anticipated
UFC 229 pay-per-view took place in
Las Vegas.
Many say the pay-per-view was
everything fight fans wanted and
then some.
However, that extra “some” is
what everyone has been talking
about in the days after.
After successfully defending his
lightweight championship against
Conor McGregor, the Dagestani
“Eagle” Khabib Nurmagomedov
jumped out of the cage and incited
a brawl with some of McGregor’s
teammates.
After feeling each other out
for about two minutes in the first
round, Nurmagomedov secured a
takedown and kept McGregor on
his back for the remainder of the
round.
A few seconds into the second
round, Nurmagomedov landed a
huge right punch that dropped McGregor, followed by a takedown.
That led to Nurmagomedov’s vicious ground and pound assault on
the Irishman.
Both men surprisingly spent
the entirety of the third round off
the mat and on their feet for all five
minutes as McGregor was able to
successfully stop three of Nurmagomedov’s takedowns.
The third round was the only
round that could have been scored
in McGregor’s favor.
The fourth and final round was
spent standing until Nurmagomedov secured a takedown from
which he went on to submit McGregor via a rear naked choke.
The fight was mostly a one-sided affair that wouldn’t have warranted an immediate rematch if
not for the fireworks and bad blood
that erupted after the submission.
The brawl started with Nurmagomedov attacking McGregor’s
trash-talking jiujitsu coach Dillon
Danis with a dropkick that security
was able to contain in spectacular
fashion.
However, two of Nurmagomedov’s teammates were able to
get into the cage and land some
punches on the defeated Mc-
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Conor McGregor's bite didn't match his bark, as he was easily defeated at UFC 229.
Gregor.
This led to UFC President Dana
White being scared of actually
placing the belt on the champion
in the ring out of worries that a riot
might erupt.
Now, there are talks of suspending and stripping Nurmagomedov
of his belt.
The post-fight brawl was viewed
as preposterous on many levels.
For starters, McGregor jumped
out of the cage, hurled Monster
Energy drinks, attacked an official
and threw a dolly at a UFC bus injuring UFC fighters and faced no
repercussions from the UFC.
The UFC also used half of that
footage to promote this fight as a
personal war, titling their ESPN
fight preview “Bad Blood.”
On top of that, McGregor verbally attacked Nurmagomedov as
well as his father, country and religion, and it was obvious that there
would be no handshakes after the
match during the lead up to this
fight.
Painting McGregor as a victim for the first time in his career
is comical, and acting like what

happened post-fight is a shock to
anyone can also be viewed as nonsense.
Some punches got thrown at an
event where punches get thrown —
they just happened to be outside of
the cage, which has happened before and will happen again.
Not everyone shakes hands after a fight. Mike Tyson tweeted that
this fight was crazier than the riot
that ensued when he bit Evander
Holyfield’s ear off, which may be
indicative that the media is blowing this out of proportion.
A rematch may seem more appealing because of the bad blood
that actually spilled out of the cage
since McGregor was dominated inside that cage.
The UFC will likely use this footage to promote and sell the next
fight.
Some might say that the only
sad parts about this fight are that
Nurmagomedov did not get to have
the belt placed around his waist
in the ring like every other UFC
champion before him and that McGregor will probably get a rematch
that he doesn’t deserve.
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The Rangers have jumped out to an uncharacteristically slow start. Most fans expected it to be a rebuilding season, but no one expected early losses to the Predators, Sabres and Hurricanes.

On thin ice: Rangers' 0-3 start solidifies the team's 2018 rebuild
BY FELIX MALAMUD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

After falling on hard times last
season, the New York Rangers
open a new chapter in their storied
history. Fresh off a disappointing 2017-2018 campaign, during
which the team failed to qualify for
the postseason for the first time in
eight years, the Blueshirts enter this
season with a much different roster
and much different expectations.
Former Boston College head
coach David Quinn has taken the
reins behind the bench after Alain
Vigneault was fired at the end of
last season. The team currently
does not have a captain, as Ryan
McDonagh, the last Ranger to wear
the symbolic captain’s C on his jersey, was traded to the Tampa Bay
Lightning. Other recent stalwarts
such as Rick Nash, J.T. Miller, Michael Grabner and Nick Holden
were also dealt away. This is now a
rebuilding organization with a new
coaching staff, a plethora of young
talent and exciting prospects in
their pipeline.
The Rangers opened their 20182019 campaign on Oct. 4 at home
against the Nashville Predators.
Nashville is the reigning Presidents’
Trophy champion, as the league’s
best regular season team. They
came off a disappointing secondround, seven-game loss to the Winnipeg Jets, but still have a loaded
roster that will contend yet again
for the Stanley Cup.
In the first period, the Rangers
handled the Predators fairly well.
Both teams had chances throughout the frame, but the goaltenders were up to the task. Henrik
Lundqvist, who started his 14th
consecutive season opener for the
team, denied Mattias Ekholm in
close about 90 seconds in, stopped
Ryan Johansen on a 2-on-1 break
with 8:14 left, and then gloved Craig
Smith's hard wrist shot on a Nashville power play with two-and-ahalf minutes to go.
Nashville’s Pekka Rinne, the

reigning Vezina Trophy winner as
the league's top goalie, stopped
Pavel Buchnevich's shot on a Rangers rush six-and-a-half minutes
in, turned away a wraparound attempt by Mats Zuccarello midway
through the period. Then he made
a sprawling save on Zuccarello's
attempt in the closing seconds to
keep the game scoreless.
In the second period, each team
broke through. Just under four
minutes in, the Rangers had some
miscommunication near their defensive zone, which allowed Filip
Forsberg to skate up the ice and
blast a wristshot past Lundqvist at
the top left corner.
Nashville’s 1-0 lead wouldn’t
last long, as less than four minutes
later, Jesper Fast deflected Filip
Chytil’s centering pass from behind
the goal line on the left side. Fast’s
equalizer gave the Rangers some
momentum in the period. But they
could not cash in on any other opportunities thanks to Rinne’s stellar
goaltending. Lundqvist matched
Rinne shot for shot in the frame to
keep the game tied at one.
But three minutes into the third
period, a missed call shifted momentum completely. Battling in
the Rangers’ defensive zone, it appeared that Forsberg clipped Rangers defenseman Adam McQuaid
with a high stick, but no penalty
was called.
Immediately after the ensuing
faceoff, the puck found its way to
Predators defenseman P.K. Subban, who rifled a one-timer past
Lundqvist to give Nashville a 2-1
lead.
The score remained that way
until the final 90 seconds of regulation, when Nashville’s Colton Sissons converted on an empty-netter
all the way from his own blue line to
pad the lead to 3-1.
The Rangers still had some life,
however, as Buchnevich deflected
a Mika Zibanejad shot from the
right point into the net to cut the
deficit to 3-2 with 35 seconds left.
The Rangers could not break

down the Predators defense the
rest of the way. Lundqvist had a
strong game, making 30 saves, but
it was not enough, as the Rangers
had an opening-night defeat at the
hands of Nashville by a score of 3-2.
Two nights later, the Rangers
played their first road game of the
season up in Buffalo against the
Sabres.
The Sabres have completely retooled their roster, highlighted by
trading Ryan O’Reilly to the St. Louis Blues for a major haul of young
assets and draft picks, as well as
their first-overall draft selection of
Rasmus Dahlin. Dahlin’s sky-high
potential as a top defenseman in
the NHL for years to come gave
Buffalo fans hope for future success.
Other young pieces, such as Jack
Eichel, Rasmus Ristolainen, Sam
Reinhart and Jeff Skinner make this
team extremely competitive and
fun to watch.
The Rangers controlled the pace
of the game for the most part. They
outshot the Sabres in each period
and 44-29 for the game. However,
this game was all about Carter Hutton, Buffalo’s new starting goaltender and on the special teams.
Less than seven minutes into
the first period, the Sabres were on
the power play and found themselves in a 2-on-1 rush down the
ice. Ristolainen fed the puck to
Conor Sheary, who rifled a wrist
shot past Lundqvist to give Buffalo
a 1-0 lead.
Replays showed the Sabres had
six men on the ice when Casey Mittelstadt created the scoring chance
with a backhand pass from the
right board to Ristolainen. But the
officials missed the play and the
goal stood.
Sheary would score on the power play again in the second period,
this time less than two minutes in,
as the Sabres executed a perfect tictac-toe display of passing.
Eichel found Reinhart on the left
side at the front of the net, and Reinhart patiently waited for Sheary

to position himself on the other
side. Reinhart delivered a perfect
pass across the crease to Sheary,
who wasted no time beating Lundqvist with a one-timer to double
Buffalo’s lead.
Despite trailing 2-0, the Rangers still created grade-A chances
in that middle frame. They had 14
shots on goal in that period, six of
them on the power play.
Their best chance came on a
three-man breakaway that led to
a golden scoring opportunity for
Brett Howden. But Hutton was up
to the task and made a sliding save
on Howden to keep the Rangers off
the board.
Late in the third period, however, Howden was able to cash in on
a rebound in front of the net for his
first NHL goal, which sliced Buffalo’s lead in half.
The Rangers threw everything
they had at Hutton, but he shut
the door on every chance. Eichel
scored an empty-netter with two
seconds left in regulation to ice the
game and preserve the Sabres’ 3-1
victory.
Lundqvist had another great
game, with 26 saves and 28 shots,
but Hutton stole the show with
his 43-save performance. Special
teams also hurt the Rangers in this
game, as they gave up two power
play goals.
Less than 24 hours after their
defeat in Buffalo, the Rangers
were back in action in Carolina to
take on the Hurricanes. Alexandar Georgiev, Lundqvist’s backup,
made his first start of the season.
He impressed late last year in his
short sample of games and won the
backup position in the preseason.
The Rangers got off to a sizzling start, as they scored twice in
the first six minutes, courtesy of
Jimmy Vesey and Chris Kreider.
Vesey’s goal came 49 seconds into
the game. But Carolina had a strong
response, as Warren Foegele and
Jordan Martinook scored to pull the
Hurricanes into a 2-2 tie by the end
of the first.

Vesey again opened the scoring
with a quick goal in the second, less
than three minutes in, to give the
Rangers a 3-2 lead. But the Canes
responded again, as off a 4-on-3
penalty kill, a long pass from Jaccob Slavin and chip ahead from
Foegele set Jordan Staal loose on
a breakaway, and the Carolina veteran finished it off with a vicious
wrister over Georgiev's blocker.
Buchnevich gave the Rangers
the lead once again in the second
he stuffed home a rebound on a
power play, but the Hurricanes tied
it back up in the final seconds of the
period.
In the final minute, Georgiev left
his crease to try and clear a puck out
of the corner. His clearing attempt
went right to Micheal Ferland at
the point, and Ferland flipped a
soft, stoppable shot over Georgiev's
shoulder as he raced back to his
net, making it a 4-4 game.
Kreider gave the Rangers the
lead right back at 4:26 of the third
period, but Carolina's Lucas Wallmark answered 35 seconds later.
For the fourth time in the game, the
Rangers squandered a lead.
The Hurricanes ended up taking
their first lead of the game with 9:16
remaining, as the second overall
pick in this past draft, Andrei Svechnikov, deflected a Justin Faulk shot
in front of the net. Foegele scored
his second of the game 47 seconds
later to extend the lead to 7-5.
Teuvo Teravainen iced the game
with a final-minute empty-netter.
After leading 2-0, 3-2, 4-3, and 5-4,
the Rangers ultimately fell to the
Hurricanes by a score of 8-5.
Georgiev did not have his best
game, giving up seven goals on 39
shots. But the defense didn’t help
him out, as well as the ineffective
special teams. The team’s 0-3-0
start could be pointed to those very
reasons.
The Rangers will have a few days
off to regroup before heading back
home for three games against the
San Jose Sharks, Edmonton Oilers
and Colorado Avalanche.
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SUDOKU SOLUTION:

ISSUE 5

20-MINUTE MONDAYS
12 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. | NVC 3-210 | Free
KESHER WEEKLY LEARNING
1:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. | NVC 2-125 | Free
ALBANIAN CLUB TABLING
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.| NVC 2nd Floor Lobby
CLEAR SPEECH, 101 WORKSHOP
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. | NVC 14-285 | Free
BSA BAKE SALE
12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m. | NVC 2nd Floor Lobby
JLF - LIFE'S BIG QUESTIONS
5 p.m. - 7 p.m. | NVC 3-210 | Free
CULTURE SHOCK
12:40 p.m. - 2:40 p.m. | NVC 4-213 | Free
BEING QUEER IN THE WORKPLACE PANEL
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. | NVC 1-107 | Free
ASCEND LEGACY LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
6 p.m. - 9 p.m. | NVC 3-210 | Free
WALL STREET CLUB GENERAL MEETING
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. | NVC 2-125 | Free

SAT

20

weekend

SUN

21

weekend
CINDY HUANG | THE TICKER

*Off-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight
Save the Date

Internship Update

Cover Letter & Other Business
Correspondence
Monday, Oct. 15, 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., NVC 2-190
Learn how to develop and design a professional,
marketable cover letter!

National Grid

Consulting 101: Case Interviews
Tuesday, Oct. 16, 12:30pm to 2 p.m., NVC 2-190
Learn how to analyze cases and provide solutions
during the interview process for management
consulting firms.
Create Your Own Major: The Ad-Hoc
Wednesday, Oct. 17, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., NVC
2-190
Are you interested in creating your own major?
Learn how at this workshop!

SCDC Tip of the Week
Check out the SCDC Tip of the Week from the
Starr Career Development Center
“Remember that on your resume, you should focus most
heavily on the experience related to your desired position.
Try to highlight this information by making it bold or by
positioning your relevant experience toward the top of the
page. That way, this relevant information with draw the
attention of employers.”
–Alena Grunberg, Assistant Director

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Sustainability Hub Internship
The National Grid Sustainability Hub is a collaborative,
community engagement destination designed to elevate the
conversation around the future
of energy and the environment.
The ‘Hub’ will offer an interactive
experience where visitors learn
how they can take action towards
creating a clean energy future.
Exhibits will include information about energy efficiency, gas
safety, and ways to reduce energy
consumption and bills.
The ‘Hub’ interns will be a
group of trained and qualified
students acting as brand ambas-

sadors for National Grid supporting the National Grid customer experience at the ‘Hub’ by
interfacing directly with all visitors, including members of the
public, National Grid customers,
local businesses, students, community organizations and internal stakeholders.
Interns will also help promote
and socialize the ‘Hub’ internally
and externally through social
media.
The applicant would preferably be in the process of earning
a Bachelor's Degree in Business,
Environment, Engineering or

Marketing, highly proficient in
English communications, proficient in relevant software such
as Microsoft Office Suite (i.e.
Excel, Word, PowerPoint), and
have the ability to quickly learn
new software for digital signage
media updates (i.e. BrightSign).
Candidates should also exhibit
outstanding judgment and professional demeanor. Having
proficiency in speaking Spanish,
Chinese, and/or Vietnamese is a
plus.
Starr Search ID: 119702

NYC Economic Development Corporation
NYC Economic Development Corporation
The NYC Economic Development Corporation is the primary
vehicle for promoting economic
growth by making New York
City the global model for inclusive innovation and economic
growth. Their mission is to create shared prosperity across the
five boroughs by strengthening
neighborhoods and promoting job growth. The Marketing Department manages the
NYCEDC brand and oversees
resources and projects provid-

ing marketing support to all divisions.
This role provides an opportunity to get exposure collaborating
with other marketing disciplines
and develop strategic messaging,
print/digital materials and citywide marketing campaigns. They
will leverage this role to develop
exceptional strategic marketing
skills by supporting the Assistant
Vice President, developing materials that promote key industries
(e.g. Life Sciences, Cybersecuri-

ty, etc.), attracting businesses to
NYC, and highlight financial incentive programs (e.g. NYCIDA,
Build NYC).
Candidates should be pursuing a degree in marketing or a
related field, have excellent verbal and written communications
skills, be proactive and a selfstarter, be proficient with Microsoft Office suite, have strong organizational skills, and be able to
multi-task.
Starr Search ID: 119701

